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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

n, DIANTHUS L. Pink 

Flowers solitary or clustered; calyx cylindric, S-toothed, with many fine nelVes, subtended by bracts; petals long
clawed, dentate or crcnate, not appendaged; stamens 10; styles 2; capsule 1-1oculed, debiscent by 4·5 teeth. 

a Leaves lanceolate to ovate-Ianceolate; flowers in dense terminal clusters; bracts long-pointed, about equaling calyx. 
2. D. barbalus 

a' Cauline leaves linear to linear-lanceolate. 
b Flowers about 1 em wide, in small dense clusters; bracts narrow, pubescent, about equaling calyx; petals rose

color, narrow. 3. D. armeria 
b' Flowers 1.5-2 em wide, solitary or few; bracts broad, slender-pointed, scarcely pubescent, shorter tban calyx; 

petals deep rose-color with darker area at base. 1. D. delJoilks 

1 •• Dianlhus tklloides L Maiden Pink 
Adventive (native of Europe) 

Leaves linear to linear·lanceolate; flowers 1.5 or more em wide, solitary or few; bracts broad, pointed, bardly 
pubescent, shorter than calyx; petals deep ros(X()lor with darker area at base. 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 2 Jun 1986--c:orner of Eghth and Highland, infrequent, Btnkowski 76. 

Sweet William 
Adventive (native of Eurasia) 

Plants stout; leaves lanceolate to ovate.lanceolate; Dowers in dense terminal clusters; bracts long·pointed, about 
equaling calyx. 
HERBARJUM RECORD: S Jun 1922-in waste pasture land N of Cob., J. H. SchaffMT. 

3 .• DionJhus armeria L Deptford Pink 
Naturalized (native of Europe) 

Cauline leaves linear to lanceolate; Dowers about 1 em wide, subtended by narrow, pubescent bracts, about 
equaling calyx; sepals united forming cylindric tube, with many fine nerves; petals rose·color, narrow; styles 2. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 2 Aug 1963---edge of parking lot on W. 11th near Neil Ave., Cols., Cusick; 19 Jun 1973--quany 1 mi. S of Dublin, 
E side of Scioto R. along Rt. 33, common, Cdhalf &; Robvt$ 3598; 29 May 1982-Blendon Woods, Big Meadows, common, Owmr; 31 May 
1986-Highbanks MelrO Park (Delaware Co.), field, Big Meadow HiIl,Morawtt: 11 (OS,OWU); 13 Jun 1990--0ahanna Woods Part.just W of 
Taylor Station Rd., prairie area, Jefferson TWp., Lowlkn 4401; 28 Jun 1990-H()()'.'e r Dam Park, just below the dam on the E side. N of Cennal 
College Rd .• Blendon iWp., LowdOi 4429. 

POLYGONACEAE, Smartweed Family 

Herbaceous, sometimes vines, or rarely sbrublike; leaves alternate, simple; stipules sheathing tbe stem (ocreae), 
these sometimes obsolete; Dowers bypogynous, usually bisporangiate, solitary, in clusters of a few, or in spikes, 
racemes, beads, or panicles; perianth regular or nearly so, deeply cleft into 3·6 parts (here called sepals) in 2 series; 
stamens 3·9; carpels 24, united; ovary 1-loculed., ovule 1; styles 2·3, wholly or partially united, or absent; stigmas 
capitate or a tuft of branches; fruit an achene, 3·angled or lenticular. 

Rbubarb (Rheum rhoponlicum L) has been cultivated frequently in home gardens. Its basal leaves are very large, 
petioles thick and Deshy, blades ovate.cordate; stem· leaves smaller; Dowers in large terminal panicle; sepals 6, white 
on pink; stamens 9 or fewer; achene 3·winged. 

a Sepals 6; stigmas 3, brushlike; stamens 6-9. 
b Achene 3·winged, nol enclosed in fruit by sepals; calyx petaloid. RHEUM 
b' Achene 3·angled, enclosed in fruit by inner enJarged sepals; sepals usually greenisb. 1. RUMEX 

a' Sepals usually 4-5; stigmas 2-3, usually minute or capitate; stamens 3·9. 
c Perianth white; acbene exserted from calyx; blades triangular-hastate Q! ovate and cordate. 3. FAGOPYRUM 
c' Periantb white, green, rose, pink, or red; achene not exserted from calyx or, if so, tben blades narrow; 

sometimes vines. 2. POLYGONUM 
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1. RUMEX L. Dock, Sorrel 

The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

Stems grooved; ocreae brittle; flowers sometimes mODosporangiate, small, green, whorled, in racemes or panicles; 
the 3 inner sepals enlarged and closely covering fruit (these called valves). one or more of the 3 usuaUy bearing a 
tubercle; stamens 6, styles 3; stigma tufted. 

a At least some of the leaves usually hastately lobed; dioecious; sour to taste; plants usually less than 5 dm high. 
1. R. acl!lQselJa 

a' Leaves Dot lobed; flowers usually bisporangiate. 
b Valves of fruiting calyx toothed, teeth of valves DO longer tban width of undivided portiOD; basal blades ovate 

to broadly oblong, usually red-veined; tubercle usually I , ovoid. 7. It oblusifolius 
b' Valves of fruiting calyx entire or nearly so. 

c Blades usually pale-grecn, flat, entire, somewhat flesby, narrowed to base. 
d Pedicels strongly clavate, jointed at base, 2.-.5 times as long as fruiting calyx; tubercles 3, lance-ovoid. 

4. R. verticilJalus 
d' Pedicels not strongly clavate, approximately equaling fruiting calyx; tubercles usually lor, if more, 

then orten unequal; inflorescence not leafy. 6. R. aJliss;mus 
c' Blades dark-green, margin ruffled or crenulate or both. 

e Tubercles 1 or none. 3. R. paJientia 
e' Tubercles 3; valves about as long as wide, much wider than achenes and tubercles at maturity. 

( Blades ruffled at edge; tubercle ellipsoid to subgiobose, its base not above base of valve. 
S. R. crispus 

f' Blades not ruffled at edge; tubercle narrow, pointed at tip, its base above base of valve. 
2. R. orbicuJatus 

1 • • Rumu aceloseUa L. Red Sorrel, Sheep·sorrel 
Naturalized (native of Eurasia) 

Leaves hastately lobed, variable; inner sepals about equal and closely investing the achene. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (Rumex actt~IIus); Sullivant 1840:2S; Craig 1890:98 (very abundant everywhere in fields and pastures, IS May 
1882, 14 May 1883, 7 Jun 1884, 7 May 1887, 24 Apr 1889); Selby &. Craig 1890:14 (introduced). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 11 Jun 1882-OSU Campus, Cols., Devol; Aug 1888--Co1s .• Craig; 1890-0SU grounds, Cols., Selby; 21 May 
1892-near Cols., E. M. Wi/car; 1 Jul 1911-Westetville, old meadows &. pastures, Hanawalt; Jun 19'21-Wesletville, BN!Wba1cer, 3 Jul 
1925-WottbiDgton,R. Cran. (OWU); Summer 1938-0SU Botanical Garden, Clones; 7 May 197O--Groveporl, Main Rd. &. Mohr Rd.,dry cinder 
roadbed of abandoned RR,BooM 119; 18 May 1980--0SU Campus, Neil Ave., Cols., H. Liu. 2226; 26 May 1982-Blendon Woods. Owtns; 12 May 
1986-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), field 5 of Oak Cc:wes Pimic Area, W or overlook trail , Watu 296 (OS, OWU); 29 May 
19~HighbaDks Melro Park (Delaware Co.), old field, M orawd:: 72 (OS, OWU); 19 May 1990-E of New Albany, 1 mi. S of Rt. 161 along W 
roadside of KilZmilJer Rd., Plain 1\vp.,lAwthn 4313; 13 JUD 199O-fieid I iong W side or Waggoner Rd., 1 mi. S or Ihe Conrail and B&'O RR tracks, 
Jefferson Twp., lAwdm 4409; 16 May 1992-Geotgesville, lloog RR track just E dBig Darby Creek, BaUeUe Darby Creek Meuo Park, Pleasant 
1\vp., Lawden 4960. 

2. Rumex orbicuJatus A.Gray Great Water Dock 
Plants stout; leaves mostly flat, lanceolate; calyx valves basally broadly truncate; tubercle narrow, pointed, its base 

above the base of the valve. Syn.: R. britannica, misapplied 
REFERENCES: Selby &. Craig 1890:14; Selby 1891a:ll1a (#701 Re-collected). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 24 Aug 1892-Co1s., Bept; 29 Oct 1892-A1um Creek StaLion, Cols., Stlby. 

3. ·Runu!X palientia L Patience-dock 
Adventive (native of Europe) 

Leaves pale green, somewhat ruffled; calyx valves broadly rounded, blunt, deeply cordate; tubercle 1 or none. 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 1 Jun 1931-Hamillon 1\vp., Bartll!}'. 

4. Rumex verticilJalus L. Swamp Dock 
Leaves pale-green, flat, lanceolate or lance-linear, narrowed to the base; pedicels clavate, 2-5 times as long as 

fruiting calyx, deflexed; valves of fruiting calyx entire; tubercles 3, lance-ovoid. 
REFERENCES: Sullivant 1840:25; Craig 1890:98 (common in moist places near the river, 30 Mar 1887,9 Jun 1888); Selby &. Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1833-Worthington,J. PaddodcCo~tion (IlL); 21 May 1892-near CoIs.,E. M. Wdcar, 6Jun 1960--0SU Campus, 
along OlentaDgy R., W of Cyclolron Lab., Cusick; 11 Sep 1971-OSU Campus, along Olentangy R. neat Tower Dorms, Roberts 2049; 22 May 
19n-just N or Lane Ave. bridge, edge or Olenlangy R., Cols., W. CDIT 234 OS); Summer 1988--along Big Darby Creek between 1·70 &. Little 
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Darby Creek, Galloway Quad., ~Io~ 7 Jun 1991-Boycr Pa rk It end of Park 51., E of Rt. 3, Westerville, Blendon 1Wp., Lowdm 4670; j Jul 
1991-OSU Campus, E bank of the Olentang)' R., between lane Ave. &. King Ave., Cots., Clinton TWp., LAwtUn 47j1J. 

s. *Ruma crispus L. Curly Dock, Sour·dock, YeUow Dock 
Naturalized (native of Europe) 

Leaf blades fumed along edge, dark-green; valves of fruiting calyx entire; tubercles 3, bases not above base of 
valves. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120; Sullivanll840:25 (na!Uratized); Craig 1890:98 (oommon in fields and pastures, 1 Jun 1884, 2!i May 1887); Selby 
&. Craig 1890:14 (introduced). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1834-Wonhington,J. Paddtxi<. (;QU«tion (IlL); 189_-Franklin Co., Tnltau; 201u11911-Franklin Co .• HofUtWalI; 
19 May 1974-QSU Bolan)' Garden, CoIs.,D. Johnson; 3 luI1982-Blendon Woods, Owmt; 13 May 1986-0SU Campus, parking 101 S of 12th 
Ave. intersection wilh Cannon Rd., Tayl __ Lehnum 48; 18 May 1986-Anuim Park, N side of lake, Cols., R.Bumn 19; 1 Jun 1986-N of SI. 
Michael's Qurch, oorner of Selby &t High SI., Bmkowski 70; 11 Jun 1987-alon8 E bank of Olentangy R., berween Lane Ave. &. Dodrige SI. 
bridges, Thule Park, Cots., T. Lunmn$6112; 6Jun 1989-Thrkey Run,just Sof Highland Dr., between Olentangy River Rd. &t PeggAve., Qinton 
TWp., Lowthn 4114. 

6. Rumex aIlissimus AW.Wood Tall Dock 
Leaf blades entire, flat., pale-green, narrowed to base; pedicels nearly equaling fruiting calyx; margins of fruiting 

calyx nearly entire; tubercles usually 1; inflorescence not leafy. 
REFERENCE: Selby 1891a: 111a. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1891-Blg Darby, Cols., &Iby; 1892-Co1s., Bogue-; 13 Sep 189S-So. Cols.., Osburn; 22 May 1899-Blg Darby, &Iby; 
4 Jun 196O--dike along Olenlangy R. across from OSU Stadium,Cusickj U May 1986-Pearl Alley, 30 m N of E. 12th Ave., CoIs.,lfolJando- 032. 

7. ·Rumex obtusifolius L. Broad-leaf Dock, Bitter Dock 
Naturalized (native of Europe) 

Plants stout; leaves ovate to broadly oblong, lower blades sometimes cordate at base; valves of fruiting calyx 
toothed. teeth nol as long on Ihe undivjded upper portion of calyx valve; tubercle usually I , weU developed, ovoid. 
REFERENCES; RiddeI11834:120 (Rumasanguintw); SullivanI1840:2.5 (naluralized); Craig 1890:.54, 98 (nol oommon; near Ihe river Ind I iong 
Ihe brook,oocasionally along roadsides, lOme specimens have red·veined radical leaves, 30 May 1887, 3 Jun 1888, University Farm Sep &:.OcII881); 
Selby &. Craig 1890:14 (inlroduoed). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1891-HadJey's Woods, Cots., &lby; 2 Jul 1892-CoIs., Bogue; 27 Sep 1894-Co1s., W. Kc/1l"mUU1 j 8 Jun 
t986-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), shale creek woods, Wilsbogcr913 (OWU); 16 Jul199O--Overbrook Drive Ravine, oft of N. High 
SI. &. S of E. Cooke Rd., Oinlan 1\vp.,Lowtkn 4441;' Jul1991--OSU Campus. E bank of Olentangy R., jusl S of Lane Ave. bridge, Cols., O inlon 
1\vp., Lowdol 4762; 30 Jun 1992-Camp Mary OrIon, along entranoe road, W of RI. 23, N of Worthington, Sharon 1\vp .• ~n 4972. 
NOTE: Based on an immalure specimen of J . R. Paddock Collection (Ill.) maybe Ruma: S#IIpiMw of Riddell belongs here. 

2, POLYGONUM L. 

Usually herbs, some twining; calyx 4·6-parted, the divisions often petaloid; stamens 3-9; carpels 2·3; styles 2-3, 
sometimes very short or absent, sometimes wholly or partially united; stigmas usuaUy capitate. (inci. Tovara Adans.) 

a Flowers axillary, solitary or in small clusters; ocreae hyaline, 2-lobed, becoming lacerate; petioles jointed; inner 
filaments wide. Knotweeds 
b Leaf·blades with 2 lengthwise folds, linear, subulate-tipped; flowers 1 or 2 in axils of much reduced leaves 

forming spikelike inflorescence. 1. P. unw 
b' Leaf-blades without lengthwise folds, not subulate-tipped; floral bracts little reduced, much exceeding flowers. 

c Plants erect; sepals with yellow or green margins, outer ones longer than inner; pedicels usually longer 
than sheaths subtending them. 
d Blades obovate or oblanceolale, about 2 times as long as wide. 2. P. ereclum 
d ' Blades narrow, about 4 times as long as wide. 4, P. ramosissimum 

c' Plants diffusely branched, prostrate to erect; sepals usually with pink or white margins; blades linear 10 

oval; pedicels usually shorter than subtending sheaths. 3. P. avicuJare 
a' Flowers in terminal or axillary spikelike heads or racemes, or in panicles. 

e Stems weak. reclining, 4-angled, with recurved prickles. 
f Blades sagittate; acbenes usually 3-angled. 14. P. sagittoJum 
f' Blades halberd-shaped; achenes lenticular. IS. P. arifolium 

e' Stems erect or twining, without prickles. 
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g Styles 2, 2 mm long in flower, becoming longer in fruit , deflexed. hooked at tip, persistent; flowers remote, 
in long slender terminal racemes. 16. P. virginUmum 

g' Styles shorter, Dot deflexed, Dot elongate io fruit. 
b Outer sepals not keeled or winged; erect herbs. Smartweeds 

Borders of ocreae spreading and flangelike. 
j Tall erect annual; roots fibrous; spikes arching and drooping; blades ovate or oblong, long· 

petioied. 13. P. orienl4le 
j' Perennial with long rhizomes; aquatic or terrestrial; spikes erect; blades lanceolate. short: 

petioied. S. P. amphibium 
j' Borders of ocreae DOl spreading and flangelike. 

k Borders of ocreae not ciliate. 
I Racemes many, terminal and lateral; periantb rose-color, pink, or white; annual, without 

extensive rhizomes. 
m Racemes drooping; peduncles with sessile glands or glabrous; veins of outer sepals 

forked at apex, branches recurved. 7. P.lllpathiJolium 
m' Racemes erect; peduncles with stalked glands or strigose or rarely glabrous; veins of 

outer sepals not as above. 8. P. pensylvanicum 
l' Racemes terminal, rarely more than 1 or 2; perianth scarlet to pink; perennial with 

extensive rhizomes; aquatic or mud plants or of drier places; flowers dimorphic in relative 
length of styles and fdaments. 5. P. amphibium 

k' Borders of ocreae ciliate. 
n Calyx not gland-dotted (except sometimes on the upper half in P. hydropiperoidu). 

o Cilia of ocreae 5·10 mm long; cilia of ocreolae about as long as sheath; achene 3· 
angled; perianth rose-purple. 11. P. CMspilosum 

0' Cilia of ocreae 4 mm long or less; cilia of ocreolae shorter tban sheath. 
p Racemes usually 2-4 em long, compact; achene lenticular or 3·angled; leaves often 

with reddish spot; perianth rose-purple. 12. P. persicaria 
p' Racemes elongate, slender, lax, often interrupted; achene 3-angled; perianth 

usually pink. 6. P. hydropiperoides 
n' Calyx gland-dotted throughout. 

q Racemes usually continuous; achene dull; usually some flowers in axil below topmost 
leaf; border of calyx red or green; stems often reddish. 9. P. hydropiper 

q' Racemes often interrupted; achene shining; no flowers in axil below topmost leaf; 
border of calyx usually white; stems usually not reddish. 10. P. punctatum 

h' Outer sepals keeled or winged. 
r Twining vines; style short or none. 

s Outer sepals more or less keeled, not winged, in fruit. 17. P. convolvulus 
s' Outer sepals winged in fruit; wings of sepals 1·3 mm wide at top. ruffled; achene 35 mm long 

or more. 18. P. scmuIens 
r' Not vines; erect branched perennials, sometimes shrublike; styles divaricate. 19. P. cuspidalum 

1. Polygonum lenue Micbx. Knotweed 
Plants slender, branches erect; leaves linear, subulate-tipped. blades with 2 longitudinal folds, margins minutely 

spinulose-serrulate; flowers axillary. 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 184O--Co1s., Sullivan/. 
NOm Sullivanl 1840:25 and Selby &: Craig 1890:14 reponed on plants Q)lIected in adjacent Q)untics. 

Z. Polygonum ereClum L. 
Plants erect; leaves obovate or oblanceolate; pedicels usually longer than the subtending sheaths; perianth bottle

shaped, constricted above, divided approx. 3/4 its length . 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (roadSides); Sullivanll840:2S; Craig 1890:98 (rather Q)mmon along roadsidesand in waste places); Selby &: Craig 
1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1836-WOflhington, J. Paddock. CoD«tion (ILL); 189O-Cols., Selby; 1890-0SU grounds, near Cols., Selby; 30 Jun 
189O--Cols., ooll.?; Aug 1890-near Cols., E. M. WJcar, 22 Scp 1892-Cols., Werner, 28 Scp 1911-WeSierviUe. about houscs,HanowaIr. 

3 .• Polygonum a)iic~ L. Knot-grass, Bird's Knot Grass 
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Naturalized (European) 

The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

Plants prostrate to erect, branched; leaves lanceolate to lance-ovate; perianth with pink or white margins; pedicels 
shorter than subtcnding sheaths. . 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834;120 (roadsides); Sullivant 1840:2!I (naturalized plants): Craig 1 890:~4 • .56, 98 (common on Ihecampus and along roads; 
University Farm Sep &. Oct 1887, 4 Nov 1888); Selby &. Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 30 Aug 18~1s .• Selby; 2 Nov 1911-Weslctville. bam lots &. lawns, Htmaw(l/t; 18 Sep 1982-Hig.hbanks Metro 
Park (Franklin &. Delaware Cos.). locally common, floodplain, G. Moon 235; 2 IUD 1985-0SU campus, neat B&r.Z Bldg., Cob., CluJ 43; 14 IUD 

1989-OSU campus. parking lot berween the Bofa and 8iologi<:al Sciences Bldg.. Oinloo TWp .• LowtUn 416S; 31 Juil990-Northmoor Park along 
stone wall of the Olcnlaogy R.. Clinton TWp .• Lt1wthn 4466. 

4. tPolygonum ramosissimum Michl:. Bushy Knotweed 
Plants erect, freely branched; leaves narrowly lance-elliptic, acute; Dowers on pedicels longer than the calyx. 

REFERENCES: Jones 1943:101; McCance 1984:A-I77. 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 7 Oct 19Q5-Co1s., Stowe. 

S. Polygonum amphibium L. var. emersum Muhl. Water Smartweed 
Rhizomatous erect herb, amphibious to terrestrial; leaves lance-acuminate, hairy; racemes stout, more than 4 em 

long, pink to reddish, borne singly or in pairs at ends of terminal branches; peduncles glandular-hairy. Syn.: 
P. cocc;neum Mubl. ex Willd., P. muhlenbergii (Meisn.) S.Watson 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (Slandingpools); Sullivant 1840:25; Selby IlL Craig 1890:14; Kellerman IlL Werner 1893:229 (onl)"a few were found 
in the low ground near the W boundary, Aug 1890). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 6 Aug 1897-Hamilton llw)p., W. Kalennan; 13 Sep 1965--Whittier SI., overlooking the Scioto R., in clumps..S/uusy 
1421; 1 Aug 1985--FounLain Square, S of Morse Rd., weedy field. NE Cols. Quad., CIISidc 24589 (KE); 8 Aug 1990-E1liot Rd.,O.5 mi. NW or 
Scioto-Darby Creek Rd., swampy area, Brown TWp.,LDWlkn 451.5; 6 JulllL 10Aug 1992-Pickerington Ponds, wetland wildlire area,just SofWright 
Rd. IlL E of Bowen Rd., Madison TWp., LDwden 498() de 5021. 
NOlE: Leaves are glabrous on Lowden collections 451.5, 4980 " 5023. 

6. Polygonum hydropiperoides Michl:. Mild Water Pepper, False Water-pepper 
Plants erect; leaves lanceolate to linear; ocreae strigose and ciliate fringed; racemes slender, elongate, interrupted; 

perianth white o r pink, not g1and-dotted. 
REf"EREN"CES: Riddell 1834:120 (P09-gonum mite, wet prairies); Sullivant 1840:25 (PoI}rOlUlm mile PetS.); Craig 1890:54, S6, 98 (common S of 
the road leading 10 the island and in damp places. IS Jull882; University Farm Sep IlL Oct 1887,4 Nov 1888); Selby IlL Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: Aug 18~Westerville. E. V. Wdcar, 9 Sep 1890--Lake Park, Selby; 9 Scp 1890--S0. Cols .• Selby; 4 Jul 
1891-Worthington,SeIl7; 7 Sep 1899-Worthington. Selby;.s Aug 1977-bottom of Hayden Run ravine, where Hayden Run empties into the Scioto 
R .• W. Can- 626; 6 Nov 1984-Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, buttonbush swamp in SW comer of the Preserve, in standing watcr, TY"~O; 
23 Sep 199I-scioto R.. oommon on gravel ban IlL banks,just N of 1·270, Hamilton 1'wp .• SW Cots. Quad_, McCormac 4364. 

7. Po/ygonum JapaJhi/olium L Dock-leaved Smartweed 
Plants erect; leaves lanceolate and acuminate; ocreae entire, not ciliate fringed; racemes many, drooping; perianth 

white, green or pink, veins of outer lobes ending in an anchor-sbaped fork; peduncles with sessile glands or glabrous. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (dense and shady wood); Selby &. Craig 1890:14 (#691 IlL 692). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 9 Sep 1890-Lake Park.,s,lby; 31 Jul1891-OSU Campus, near CoIs.,HiM;.s Sep 1891-Co1s .• Werner (a.M); 6 Aug 
1897-Hamilto n llw)p., w. KeUmmmj 22 Aug 1899-5 Cots., ,s,lby; 3 Nov 1984-Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, swampy area a long 
Woodland Pond Trail ( II), TyrreO; Summer 1988-0SU campus, along thc Olentangy R., Cots., DeIoft8j Summer 1985-along Big Darby Creek. 
between 1-70 & Little Darby Creek. Galloway Quad., Delong; 31 Jul 1990-Northmoor Park. E bank of (he O lenlangy R., Ointon 1'wp., Cols .• 
Lowchn 4461; 23 Sep 1991-Scioto R., oommon on gravel ban "banks,just N of 1·270. Hamilton 1'wp., SW Cols. Ouad., McCormac43fJQ; 10 Aug 
1992-Pickerington Ponds, Wetla nd Wildlife Area, just S of Wright Rd. IlL E of Bowen Rd., Madison TWp., LoWlkn 5024. 

8. Po/ygonum pensylvanicum L. Pennsylvania Smartweed 
Plants erect, branched; leaves lanceolate, acuminate, ocreae not ciliate fringed; racemes erect, many, cylindric, 

blunt; peduncles with stalked glands, often strigose; perianth rose or white. 
REFERENCES: RiddeI11834:120; Sullivanll840:2!i; Selby IlL Craig 1890:14; Kellennan "Werner 1893:229 (very common in cultivated ground, 
Aug 1890). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 189O-Sellsville. CoIs .• Selby; Aug 189O-near Cols.,E. V. WJcar, Aug 18~near Cols.,Sell7;S Aug 1890-0lentangy 
R., Cots. ,HjM; 30 Aug 1890-0SU Farm, Cots., ,s,lby; 7 Sep 1890--Lake Park. near Cols., s.lby; 22 Sep J892-CoIs., WUMr;.s Oct 1901-OSU 
Farm, Eckman; 18 Oct 1906-0SU Farm, Mickiui (1)j 13 Sep l~W. Whittier St., overlooking Scioto R.,S/UUS)' 1424; 31 Oct 1976-Scioto R. 
bank directly behind Frank Rd . .sewage plant,K.uNtin j 11 JuI1982-Blendon Wood" Owens; 3 Nov 1984-Qahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, 
in swampy area a long woodland pond trail (I I), TyrreOj 6 Nov 1984-Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, buttonbush swamp in SW comer of 
preserve (\,), TyrreU; 27 Jun 1986--along shore or AJum Creek near the intersection of Agler Rd. " Sunbury Rd .• TaylO'-Lehman 901; 11 Jul 
1986--along E shore of the Olentangy R., S or OSU Campus ncar Danelle Institute, Taylor.LAhman IOU; 20 Sep 1987-Highbanks Metro Park 
(Delaware Co.), riverbank, Morawetz; SUmmer 1988---along Big Darby Creek between 1-70 IlL Little Darby Oeek, Galloway Ouad.,Delong; 11 Aug 
1989-Trabue·Murphy Landingjust S of FlShinger Rd. bridge along E bank of Scioto R., Perry TWp.,l...owdm 4182j 13 Jull990---Northmoor Park, . 
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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

E bank of the Olenlangy R.o Clinton 1'wp., Cols., Lowden 4465; 9 Aug 1990--S side of Berger Rd., 1 mi. E of Richardson Rd., Madison Twp., 
LAwdm 4552; 16 Sep 1990-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), 5 end or River Trail in Big Meadows PialK Area, 3/4 mi. N oC Powell Rd., 
Waru .529 (OS, OWU); 23 Sep 1991--Sciolo R.o common on gravel bars and banks, just N of 1·270. Hamilton Twp .• SW Cols. Quad., McCormac 
4361; 10 Aug 1992-Piekeringlon Ponds, Wetland Wildlife Area, just S of Wright Rd., &; E of Bowen Rd., Madison Twp.. Lowden 5021. 

9. Polygonum hydropiper L. Smartweed, Water-pepper 
Stems erect, reddish; leaves lanceolate; ocreae bristly fringed; racemes continuous; periantb glandular-puDctate 

throughout, border red or green. 
REFERENCES: Craig 1890:98 (common along the river); Selby & Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: IOSep 1901-Co1s., Tyla&.J~nnin&1; 20 Oct 191 I-Westerville. low barn IOIJ,Hanawtlll; 9Aug 1990-Sside of Berger 
Rd., 1 mi. E of Ricbardson Rd., Madison Twp., Lowdtn 4551; 10 Aug 1992-Pickerington Ponds, Wetland Wildlife Area, just ~ of Wright Rd. & 
E or Bowen Rd., Madison Twp .• LowdUI 5021. 

10. Polygonum punctaJum EUiott Dotted Smartweed 
Plants erect, slender; leaves narrowly lanceolate or elliptic; ocreae ciliate (ringed; racemes much interrupted; 

periantb gland-dotted throughout, border white or greenish. Syn.: P. acre Humb., Bonpl. & Kunth 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (dense and shady woods); Sullivant 1840:15 (Biting Knorweed); Craig 1890:98 (grows: in waste places near the 
river); Selby & Cnoig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: Aug 189O-Cob., WtmL'T (a..M); 7 Aug 1890-Rocky Forie, near Cols., Selby; 7 Sep 189O-Cob., Selby; 1892--CoIs., 
Bogue; 18 Aug 1892-Co1s., Bogur; 22 Aug 1899-5 Cols., Selby; 7 Scp 1899--Worthington, Selby; 22 JuI1982-Highbanks Metro Park (Franklin 
&. Delaware Cos.). riverbank. G. M~ 238; 16 Aug 1982-Blendon Woods, OWffl1; 3 Nov 19S4--Gahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, in 
buttonbush swamp in SW corner or preserve (V) and swampy area along woodland pond trail (I), T""U; 6 Nov 1984--Gahanna Woods State 
Nature Preserve, swampy area near boardwalk bridge (1V). TyrreU; 15 Sep 198.S-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.). common along Olentangy 
R .• W~tT854 (OWU); 20 Sep 1987-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), riverbanle, MortJwrtz(OS, OWU); Summer 1988-05U Campus, 
along Olentangy R.. Delong; Summer 1988--along Big Darby Creek between 1·70 & Utile Darby Deek, Galloway Quad., Drlong; 14 Jun 
1989-0SU Campus, around BU bldg., 1735 Neil Ave., Cols., Lowdm 4248; 9 Aug 1990--S side of Berger Rd., 1 mi. E or Richardson Rd., 
Madison Twp.,l.owtkn 4548; 10 Sep 1991-E bank of Big Darby Creek-just off Rt. 40, Prairie Twp .• Lowdtn 4821; 23 Sep 1991--scioto R., common 
on gravel blll"5 &; banks, just N of 1·270, Ha milton Twp .• SW Cols. Quad .• McConnae 4365; 14 Sep 1992-Pickerington PondS, just SofWright Rd., 
Madison Twp., Lowdm 5038. 

11. ·Polygonum cespiJosum Blume var. /ongisetum (Bruijn) Stewart Smartweed 
Naturalized (native of E Asia) 

Stems brancbed, somewbat decumbent; leaves lanceolate to elliptic; ocreae ciliate, cilia more tban 5 mID long; 
perianth rose-purple, not gland-dotted; achenes 3·angled, black. shiny. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 15 Sep 198.S-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), common along Olentangy R., WiUNrx,,855 (OWU); 10 Jul 
19~5U Campus, banks or Olentangy R .• E. lUng 1; 5 Oct 1986-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.). o pen woods, Higgins; 20 Sep 
1987-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.). riverbank, MOf"dwtr, 2 Oct 1987-just N of the Lane Ave. bridge &. S of the Fawcett Center for 
Tomorrow. W bank of the Ole ntangy R ., wet open mudflat, Cots., T. Lamm~&. Stuckey 6192; Summer 1988-0SU campus. along Ihe Olentangy 
R., Cols., Delong; 16 Jul 1990--Whetstone Park, along path behind the Blenheim Rd. turn around, Oinlon Twp .• Lowden 44J(}; 31 luI 
1990--Norlhmoor Park, wall along the E bank of the Olentangy R., ainlon Twp., /..owlhn 4464; 5 Jull99I-OSU Campus, between Lane Ave. 
and King Ave. bridges, E bank of the Olentangy R., Cots .• Ointon Twp., Lowden 4759. 

12. ·Polygonum persicaria L. Lady's Thumb 
Naturalized (native of Europe) 

Plants erect, branched; leaves narrowly lanceolate, often with a dark blotcb; ocreae ciliate fringed, cilia less than 
5 mm long; racemes dense, cylindric; perianth pink or rose; perianth not evidently glandular·punctate; peduncles 
smooth. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120; Sullivant1840:2!5; Selby &; Craig 1890:14 (introduced); Kellerman & Werner 1893:230 (abundant in cultivated 
ground, Aug 1890). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 30 Aug 189O--Co1s .• S~lby; 18 Aug 1892--CoIs., Bop-e; 22 Sep 189'2-CoIs., Wenur, 13 Sep 1968-W. Whittier St. 
overlooking Scioto R., StursJ)' 1425; 24 lun 19~intonville, oorner or Piedmont & Dunedin Rd .• along walks and flower garden, W. Owm 198; 
Jul 1971-5W side of 1-270 just S of Sunbury Rd. underpass of 1·270, Mayhew; 3 & 6 Nov 1984-0ahanna Woods State Nature Preserve, swamp 
area off woodland pond trail (II & III). TyrnU; Summer 1988-along Big Darby Creek between 1·70 and Utile Darby Creek. Delong; SUmmer 
1988-along the Olentangy R ., OSU campus,DeIong; 1.5 Jul198S-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), undban along Olentangy R., W4I11J" 

449 (OS, OWU); 5 Aug 1989-&long Godown Rd., wet drainage ditch between Commerce Pl & LeAnne Marie Orde. Perry Twp., LoWfhn 4235; 
II Aug 1989-Trabue·Murphy Landing. jusl S of F.lShinger Rd. bridge. E bank of Scioto R., Perry Twp., Lowden 42fD; 23 Sep 1991-Sdoto R., 
common on gravel bars & banks, just N of 1·270, Hamilton Twp., SW Cols. Quad., McComurc 4362. 

13. ·Polygonum orkn.1ole L. Prince's-feather 
Adventive (native o( India) 

Plants erect, brancbed, pubescent; leaves ovate, broadly rounded at base, long petioled; ocreae ciliate, border 
spreading; racemes large, drooping. dense; peduncles densely hairy. periantb rose-crimson. 
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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (nllturalized); Sullivanl 1840:25 (naturalized plants); Selby &. Craig 1890:14 (in troduced). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 14 Oct 1899-Co1s.,J. H. Sdulffnu; 28Jull902-Cots., W. ~U~ml(l1I; II Sep 1937-N. Cols.,i. H. Schaffm:r; 16 Aug 
1973-lndianola Ave., between E. 12th & Chillendon Ave., Cots., growing out of a hedge by a telephone pole in an alley, sccd source seems 10 
be a shorl way up the alley in an overgrown backyard, Gyllenluul/. 

14. Polygonum sagiltalum L. Tear·thumb, Arrow-leaved Tear-thumb 
Stems reclining, 4-angJed, with recurved prickles; leaves sagittate at base, midrib with reOexed prickles, 

inflorescence short. head-like, long peduncled. 
REFERENCES.: Riddell 1834:120 (marshes); Sullivanll840:25; Selby &. Craig 1890:14; Kellerman &. Werner 1893:230 (margin or brook opposilc 
Prof. Knight's house, 22 Aug (1890]). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 7 Sep 1882-Co1s., W. Grem; lea. 1890J-W of Big Walnut, neat Cols., Stlbyj 18~Big Walnut, Cots., Stlbyj 8 Aug 
18~Taylor's Wood, near Cols., Stlby; 7 Sep 1982-Blendon Woods, Owmr. 

15. Polygonum an/oUum L. Halberd·leaved Tearthumb 
Stems reclining, 4-angled with recurved prickles; blades hastate, basal lobes triangular, divergent; perianth pink; 

achenes lenticular. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (marshes); Sullivant 1840:25; Selby &. Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 1833--Wonhington, J. Paddock CoOtction (IlL); 2 Sep 189O--Cots., Wtmtr (a.M). 

16. Polygonum v;rginiDnum L. Jumpseed 
Plants erect; leaves lanccolate to ovate, broad; flowers remote in long slender racemes; perianth greenish·white; 

styles 2, deflexed, hooked at tip, persistent in fruit. Syn.: Tovara virginiana (L.) Raf. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120 (PolygOflUm virginicum, dense and shadywoods)j Sullivant 1840:25j Craig 1890:99 (common in moist shady places 
along the river, 8 Aug 1882)j Selby &. Craig 1890:14. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: lca. 1834J-Cols .• LAp/wm (ONC)j 31 JuI1890-0lent.angy R., Cots., HiM', 8 Aug 18~ Taylor's woods, near Cols., 
Stlbyj 30 Aug 189O-Co1s., Stlby; I Aug 1892-near Cols .• E. M. WJccr, 3 Ocl 1~1s., [Ntmmj 20 Sep 1911-Weslerville, low woods, 
HQNIWa/t; 2 Aug 1982-Highbanks Melro Park (Franklin &; Delaware Cos.). W. Rttd 140; 2 Aug 1982-Highbanks Metro Park (Franklin &. 
Delaware Cos.), noodplain.G. M(}()f'eUl; 20 Aug 1988-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), river noodplain,Hi&ginr 29 (OS. OWU); 31 Jul 
19!i1O-WhelStone Park to Norlhmoor Park, along E bank or Olentangy R, Cols., Oinlon Twp., Lowdtn 44$8. 

17. * Polygonum convolvulus L. Black Bindweed, Knot Bindweed 
Naturalized (native of Europe) 

Vines, twining, leaves sagittate; ocreae smooth, not reOexed bristly at base; outer periantb lobes keeled, barely 
winged. 
REFERENCES: SUUivanl 1840:25; Craig 1890:54, 99 (common in fields. 15 Jull882; University Farms Sep &. Ocl 1887); Selby &. Craig 1890:14 
(introduced). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 8 JuI1892--CoIs., Bogue; 22 Jull992-Davis Historical cemetery, E side of RI. 33, in fronl of The Quarry, just S of 
Riverside Green entrance, approx. 2 mi. S of RI. 161, Perry 'IWp., Lowdm jOOO. 

18. Polygonum sClUUlens L. Climbing False Buckwbeat 
Vines, stems twining; leaves oblong to broadly cordate, acuminate, deeply cordate at base; periantb white; outer 

sepals broadly winged, 1-3 mm wide, ruWed. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:120; Sullivant 1840:25; Craig 1890:54, 99 (P~OIWm dumDofUm L var.scrmdens AGray; abundanl near the river 
in cullivaled ground, 17 Aug 1882, Univenity Farm Sep 1887); Selby &: Craig 1890:14 (PoIygolWm dumtlDnlm L var. sctJNhns AGray). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: lca. 1830sJ-WorthinglOn,J. Ptuidtxk CoDICtion (IlL); 18 Augl882-OSU fann, W. Gmllj 1890-near CoIs.,Stlby; 
30 Aug 189O-Co1s .• S,lby; IOSep 190I--CoIs., TyltT&:Jmningr; 10 Oct 190I-Neils Run,Eckman; 2 Aug 19B2-Highbanks Metro Park (Franklin 
&. Delaware Cos.), riverbank, G. M00I'I 23P; 12 Aug 1982-Blendon Woods, Day Camp Area, OweN; 6 Sep 19~Highbanks Metro Park 
(Delaware Co.). noodplain, Wifsbtrgtr928 (OS, OWU); Aug 1987-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), moisl woods &; thickelS,Kosko51 (OS, 
OWU); Summer 1988-0SU Campus. along Ihe Olenlangy R., DtJong; 18 Sep 1989-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), base or shale bluffs 
at Frnnklin/Dclaware Co. line. Wafts 497 (OS, OWU); 14 Sep 1991-Rt. 31S going S off Henderson Rd. exil onlo Olentangy River Rd., Cols., 
Oinlon 'JWp .• Lowdm 4844j 25 Sep 1991-W side of the Scioto R. off Dublin Rd., I mi. N of Tuttle Rd., between bridge &. deep ravine gorge 
leading 10 the river, Washington Twp., Lowdtn 4863. 

19. *Polygonum cuspUlaJum Siebold & Zucco Japanese Knotwood, Mexican Bamboo 
Escape from cultivation (native of Japan) 

Shrub-like; stems stout, striate; leaves broadly ovate, cuspidate, truncate at base; racemes numerous in upper axils; 
periantb greenish-white. outer lobes winged. 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 9 Aug 1990-RI. 66S al old Concord Cemetery, jct. of Hoover Rd. &. RI. 665, Jackson Twp., Lowdo! 4534. 

3. FAGOPYRUM Mill. Buckwheat 
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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

"Rather flesby; stem striate; blades petioled; ocreae oblique; calyx S-parted, petalo id; stamens 8; styles 3; stigmas 
capitate; acbene acute, smooth and shining, exserted beyond calyx. 

1 .• Fagopyrum escukntum Moench 
Escape from cultivation (Asian) 

Syn.: Fagopyrum sagiltatum Gilib. 
REFERENCE: Riddell 1834:120 (PolnOlUlmfagopyruffl, naluralized). 
NOlE: No specimens seen from FrankJin Co. 

CLUSIACEAE, Mangosteen Family 

Buckwheat 

Shrubs and herbs; leaves opposite, entire, dotted; flowers bypogynous, bisporangiate, in cymose clusters or solitary; 
sepals 4-5; corolla regular, petals separate, 4-5; stamens few to many, separate or basally united in 3 or morc groups; 
carpels 2-5, united, styles as many, separate or united at base; !oeules of ovary as many as carpels or locule I , the 
placentae then parietal and as many as carpels; fruit a many-seeded capsule. (Hypericaceae, Guttiferae) 

a Petals yellow; stamens many to few, sometimes united at base in 3 or 5 clusters. 1. HYPERICUM 
a' Petals pink; stamens usually 9, united in 3 groups, a large gland between each 2 groups. 2. TRlADENUM 

1. HYPERICUM L S1. John's-wort . 

Herbs and shrubs; flowers usually in.cymose clusters; carpels 3 or 5 (rarely 4 or 6); ovary l-Ioculed with parietal 
placentae. or 3-5-loculed with axile placentae. (Ascyrum L) 

a Sepals and petals 4, outer pair of sepals larger; styles 2. I. H. hypericoitks 
a' Sepals and petals 5, styles and stigmas 3-5. 

b Styles, carpels, and locules S. 4. H. pyramidaJum 
b' Styles and carpels 3; locules 3 or 1. 

c Stamens 15-40 or more; flowers usually more than 7 mm wide. 
d Shrub; stamens separate; blades linear to narrowly elliptic; twigs 2-edged. 2. H. proliflCum 
d' Herbs, sometimes slightly woody at base. 

e Petals and sometimes other flower-parts black-dotted or -lined; ovary and capsule 3-loculed, 
surface marked with oiI-vescicles; stamens in 3-5 groups. 
f Stem much branched; petals black-dotted near margin; sepals little or not black-dotted; blades 

2-4 em long. 5. H. per/oNIum 
f' Stem little branched below inflorescence; petals and sepals lined and dotted with black; blades 

4-6 em long. 6. H. punclalum 
e ' Petals mostly without black dots and lines; ovary and capsule I-Ioculed or incompletely 3-loculed, 

mostly without oiI-vescicies. 3. H. spluJerocorpum 
c' Stamens 5-12 (rarely -20); flowers 7 mm wide or less. 

g Blades minute, scalelike, 1-3 mm long; flowers nearly sessile; capsule much longer than sepals. 
8. H. genlionoides 

g' Blades more than 3 mm long, linear to ovate, more than 3-nerved; bracts of ultimate branches of 
inflorescence subulate. 7. H. muJi/um 

1. tHypericum hypericoides (L) Crantz var. mrdJicarfh (Micbx.) Fosberg SI. Andrew's Cross 
Low lying, somewhat woody shrub; corolla yellow; sepals and petals 4; leaves on both sides with many translucent 

dots. Syn.: Ascyrum hypericoides L. var. mullicau/e (Micbx.) Fernald 
REFERENCES: Braun 1961:270 (illus. p. 2n); Cooperrider 1995:120 (illus. p. 116). 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 14 Aug 1932-Red Hills, Chapman. 

2. Hypericum proliflCum L. Shrubby St. John's-wort 
Shrub; principal leaves 3-8 em long; upper branches winged with 2-4 angles; flowers yellow. Syn.: H. spwhuiarum 

(Spacb) Steud. 
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