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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

Leaves basal or Dearly so, linearor Iinear-Ianceolate; flowers perfect; hypogyuous. braeled, in ovoid heads or spikes 
5-15 mm long; sepals 3, ooe larger; petals 3, yellow; stamens 3; stamioodes 3; capsule l -Ioculed; placentae 3, parietal. 

1. t XynS difformis Chapm. Yellow-eyed Grass 
Leaves and scape not conspicuously twisted; lateral sepals with erose keel; base of plant soft, not hard and 

bulbous. 
REFERENCE: Ridde ll 1834:158 (XyriulUOliNmul, wet prairies). 
NOTE: No spccimcru $een flO!J1 Fr1Intlin Co. Not III.Ipped for Franklin Co. by Braun 1967;309 (ill us. po 3(8). 

COMMELINACEAE, Spiderwort Family 

Leaves sheatbing at base, entire; flowers hypogynous. perfect, clustered, ephemeral; sepals 3, green; petals 3, 
sometimes unequal; stamens 6, some of them sometimes sterile; carpels 3, united; ovary 3-1ocuJed; ovules 1·few in each 
lacute or llocule empty; style I , stigma 1; fruit a capsule. 

a Fertile stamens 6; corolla regular. 1. TRADESCANTIA 
a' Fertile stamens 3; corolla zygomorpbic. 2. C01tIMELlNA 

1. TRADESCANTIA 1.. Spiderwort 

Inflorescence subtended by a leallike bract; sepals often somewhat tinged with rose-purple; petals 1-2 em long. 
blue, rose, o r white; filaments bearded. 

1. TrtuJescanJia virginiaruJ 1.. Virginia Spiderwort 
Leaves no t glaucous; blade little, if any, wider than circumference of sheath; petioie like base absent; fertile stamens 

6; corolla zygomorpbic; pedicels and sepals hairy, no t viscid. Syn.: T. virginjcQ L 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:158 (dry prairies); Sullivant 1&40:44: Selby A Cni8 1890: 16. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 184O-CoIs., Sullil'lJJll; Apr 189G-01entanp Villa.. Coh., ~lby: t Jun 189O--01entangy, CoIs., ~lby: 6 I lln 
1891-Morpns Station. ~Iby. 22 Mly 1899-Big Darby, &Iby. I111n 196J--.,1l1ey bcrween Lane Ave. &: Northwood Ave., Cob •• Quid-; 21 May 
1986-Park of Ro5es, Cob.. 841,..;0; 26 May IIl86--hiDy woodlalld, N of Alkire Rd . .t. Gardner Rd., Y..." 101; 22 May I Il88-alJey bcrweell E. 
Norwich Ave. '" Northwood Ave., CoU., Kdy 18; 14 May 1992---Cedar Ridge, Danelle Darby Metro Park, Pleasant l'wp.. Lowdm 4941. 
NOTE: Not mapped ror Franklin Co. by Brali ll 1961:314 (all ... po 312). Bralln inmrrealy mapped Traduawilf ~ Rae., perhaps based on 
CUsick's lpecimen which iii T,tuluawilf vilJinilftw. 

2. COMMELINA 1.. Dayflower 

Inflorescence subtcnded by a cordate-ovate folded spathe; sepals of unequal size, slightly united; anthers of fert ile 
stamens unlike, 3 stamens sterile; fdaments glabrous; one locule of ovary sometimes without an owle. 

1. ·Commdina communis 1.. Common Dayflowert Asiatic Dayflov.·er 
Naturalized (native of E Asia) 

InOorescence subtended by a folded heart·shaped spathe; stamens 6, 3 sterile; coroUa zygomorpbic, larger two 
upper petals blue, ovate, smaller lower petal white or pale. 
H ERBARIUM RECORDS; 30 Allg 19aJ-Cob .• (;IIll., WdUlci" (MU): 23 Jun 192O--Cok.. I .... eed in yards .t. &a rdens. / . H. SdwffMr, I II AII8 
1982-Blendon Woods. o-n.r; 6 Sep 1986-Hig.hN.nb Metto Park (DelaWll re Co.), edge of 01elliangy R., Wlt~, 917 (OS, OWU); 24 Aug 
1989-E .ide or Oienlangy R.tl lon8 SlalTet Rd. near jet. with HenderJOn Rd., Clinton Twp., LotWk" 4188. 
N01'E.: NOI mentioned for Franklin Co. by Bralln 1961:311 (iUus. p. 312). 

JUNCACEAE, Rush Family 

Annual o r perennial grasslike o r sedgelike herbs; leaves linear, sometimes auricles at summit of sheath; flowers 
small, hypogynous, perfect; individual flowers o r g10merules of flowers in cymes, spikes, or umbels; sepals and petals 
3 eacb, separate, regular, g1umelike, green, brown, or red; stamens 6 or 3; style I ; stigmas 3; carpels 3, united; ovary 
3· o r 1·loculed; fruit a capsule. 
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a ·Plants glabrous; leaf-sheaths open; capsule many-seeded. 1. JUNCUS 
a ' Plants usually hairy, leaf-sheaths closed; capsule 3-seeded. 2. LUZULA 

1. JUNCUS L. Rush 

The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

Blades Oat o r lerete, sometimes absent; stamens 6, opposite petals and sepals, or 3. opposite sepals; ovary 3-
Ioculed, placentae axile. or I-loaded, placentae parietal; seeds many, sometimes with tail-like appendages. 

a Blades fiat or Icrete. not septate, sometimes absent below involucre of inflorescence. • 
b Each Dower with 2 small bracts (propbylls) immediately below perianth; flowers Dot in heads. 

c Inflorescence apparently lateral, a single involucral leal appearing to be a continuation oC stem; leaves 
below involucre only bladeless sheaths. 3. J. eJlusus 

c' Inflorescence terminal; blades present below involucre. 
d Periaotb-parts witb brownish stripes, tips incurvcd, about equaling stamens; leaf·sheaths extending 

halfway up the culm or more: rare. 1. J. gtrtzrdii 
d ' Tips of perianth-parts erect or spreading, acute; leaf·sheaths on only lower portion of culm. 

1.J. knuis, 
e Auricles delicate, byaline, mucb longer tban wide, to 5 mm long; bract usually exceeding 

inflorescence. 
f Leaves (rom half as long as stem to longer than stem; stems ) -6 dm tall; branches of 

inflorescence 1-8 em long; flowers clustered near tips of branches, var. knuis 
f' Leaves mucb sborter than stems; stems 4-9 dm taU : brancbes of inflorescence longer, to 2 dm; 

flowers scattered and somewhat secund. var. tullhelalus 
e' Auricles rounded at summit, coriaceous, yellow o r brown, about 1 mot long. not longer than wide; 

propbylls with rounded or subacute apex (1. dudlql) , var. dudley; 
b' No bracts (propbylls) immediately below perianth; flowers in g10merules of 2 or more; stamens almost as long 

as periantb. 
g Stems tufted, slender; blades 3 mm wide or less; beads fewer tban 25; stamens usually Dot persistent in 

fruit. 4. J. margitullus 
g' Stems stout, usually arising singly from rhizome, 3 mm thick o r more at base; blades 4 mm wide or more; 

beads usually more than 25; stamens usually evident in fruit. 5. J. biflorus 
a ' Leaf blades terete, septate; flowers in heads; no bracts (prophylls) immediately below perianth. 

h Seeds with white tips or tail·like appendages (combined lengtb mucb less than length of seed· body). 
6. J. brtlChJCtplullus 

h' Seeds with minute dark tips, not with tail-like appendages. 
Stamens 3. 
j Heads densely spherical; capsule about as long as periantb; rare or absent in Ohio. 9. J. scirpoides 
j' Heads hemispherical; capsule equaling or slightly longer tban periantb; inflorescence about hruf as 

wide as long. heads relatively few. 10.J. tlCuminmus 
j' Stamens 6; capsule slender, subulate; sepals and petals narrowly lanceolate, tapering to slender pointed 

apex; heads dense, spherical. 
k Stem stout; blades abruptly divergent from stem; auricles 2 mm long or more; heads greenisb·brown, 

to 1.5 em wide; sepals longer than petals. 7.J.to'"'; 
k' Stem slender; blades erect or ascending; auricles 1 mm long; heads reddish.brown, to 12 mm wide; 

sepals and petals equal or petals longer. 8. J. nodosus 

1. ·tluncus gtTDTdii Loisel. Black.grass 
Adventive (native along the E coast U.S.) 

Each Dower with 2 small bracts (prophyUs) below perianth; inflorescence terminal, Dowers not in heads; blades 
present below involucre; periantb-parts with brownish stripes, tips incurved. 
REFERENCE: Stuckey &. RoberU 1982:45 «(rom swales and ditches along railroads _ Cob.; treated under exclusions). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 7 Jun 198O-wet ditch aloog N edge of railyard, SWan Ave. en., under N. 4th St. overpass, just N of downtown Cob., 
NW Y. SE Cob. Quad., W. Carr 2892; 15 Jun 198O-ditcb along E. Swan Ave. just E 01 Fourth St. overpass along Conrail RR, Cots., Snuby JD1(}(); 
2 Aug 198G-N .ide or Swan Ave. exit, It N edge 01 railyard on N aide 01 downtown Cob., under N. 4th St. overpass, NW It. SE Cob. Quad., w. 
e- JDJ2 (KE). 
NOTE: NO' mlpped (or FBnklin Co. by Braun 1967:323 (illus. p. 320). 
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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus. Ohio 

2. Juncus tenuis Willd. Path Rush, Yard Rush. Path-grass 
Blades Oat or lerete, not septate; perianth subtended with 2 small rounded or subacute bracts (propbyUs); 

inflo rescence terminal, exceeded by involucral leaf, flowers not in heads. 
Three varieties aTe recognized: 
tvar. lmuis Inland Rush 

Auricles delicate, hyaline, much looger than wide, about 34 mm long. Leaves half as long as stem to longer than 
stem, flowers clustered near tips of inflorescence branches. Syn.: 1. inferior Wiegand 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:158; Sullivan. 1840:4S; Craig 1890:105 (very common in dry grounds and along ~tlu); Selby.t. Craig 1890:16. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 2.S Jun 1971-Pickerington Marsh, in \eneCtion of Wrig.ht Rd. It Bowen Rd.,3 mi. W of Pickerington &. 3 mi. N of 
Canal WlflCbes\er, Sect. 18, Madison 'IWp., Sea. 17, VIOIeITWp.. FranklinIFairfitld Co. line, EI'. wn,ht; 10 Jun 1991-Boyer Pnk II end of Park 
St., E of RL 3, WellcrviIle, Blendon Twp., Lowdn! 4681 . 
NOTE: Not mapped fOf Fnnk1in Co. by Braun 1961:323 (iIiUl. p. 324)­
var. IUIIMlaius Wiegand 

Similar to the typical variety except leaves much shorter than stems, (Jowers scattered and somewhat secu nd. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 28 JuI189O-Co1J.,Hj~ l1u] 1891--Gcorgesvi]Ie, WmID'(OM);:5 Aug 1989-Godown Rd., drainage ditch, between 
Commerce PI. .t. LeAnnc Marie a rclc. PCn)' TWp., lAwdtn 42», 13 lun 199O--Gabanna Woods Park, prairie area. W of Taylor Station Rd., 
Jdfc nonTwp.,lAwdm 44Q();:5 lull99I-Blacklick Woods MClro, fidd oulSide Waltcr A. Thckcr Naturc Jntcrprctation Center, common,RawJinp 
J; 24 lui 1992-SlwOft Woods Melro Park, moist opeD swale jusl N oC Schrock Lake, Sharon Twp., WaIU 628. 
NOTE: NOI mapped for Franklin Co. by Braun 1961:323 (illltl. P. 324). 
var. dudkyi (Wiegand) FJ.Herm. 

Auricles rounded at summit, coriaceous, yellow or brown, about 1 m.m long, not longer tban wide; capsule not 
longer than perisnth. ·Syn.: I . dudley; Wiegand 
REFERENCE: Braun 1961:32:5 (illus. p. 324). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 2:5 l un t893-Co1s., WI!l"MI";30Jun I~Ebanko[Olentangy R., manby ground, dircetly W of French Field House, 
OSU campus, CoLs., Quic/c; 9 1ul1989-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.). weI ficld direc:tly N of Frank]in/Dclaware Co. line. WalU48j (OS, 
OWU); 121uD 1991-Antrim Park, drainage ditch, ... 'alkway underpass RI. 31:5, Sharon Twp.,lAwIkn 4686 '" 468S; 22 lui 1991-Antrim Park, 
drainage dltcb, walkway underpass RI. 31:5, Sharon Twp., Lowdm 4776. 

3. Juncu.s tJJusus L var. soluJus Fernald &. Wiegand Soft Rush 
Culms tufted; inflorescence apparently la teral, a siDgle involucral leaf appearing to be a continuation of stem; 

perianth green or pale broWD; sepals oot exceediDg petals, usually shorter than to equal to capsule; antbers equaling 
filaments. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:1:58; Sullivan! t840:44; Craig 1890:10:5 (rather common in bop, especially N or lhe island wbere there are IWO 
[onns-onc in which Ihe nowen are borne near !be top oftbe stem, and Ihe otltcr with them (our Of five inches from !be lop); Selby .t; Craig 
1890:16; Braun 1961:321 (illus. p. 320). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 9 AU8 189O--Co1l .. Hi~ lea. 1982}-BlenOon Woods, Owmr, 1 lun 1987-Highbanks Melro Park (Delaware Co.). 
weI field billside, Mon'IWtz 49 (OS. OWU); 9 AU8 1990--5 side of Berger Rd., 1 mi. E or Richardson Rd., Madison Twp.,lAwdm 4j.13; 12 lun 
1991-Anlrim Park, drainase di!eh, walkway underpass of RI. 31:5, ShIfOll Twp ... Lowdm 4687; 22 Jull991-Antrim Park. drainage dilch. walkway 
underpass of RI. 3]:5, Sharon 'TWp., Lowdm 477P. 

4. t Juneus mtuginaJus Rostk. Rush 
REFERENCES: Sullivant 1840:44; Selby.t. Crai8 1890:16. 
NOTE.: No spccimeM seen from Franklin Co. NOI mapped fOf Franklin Co. by BraWl 1961:321 (ilius. p. 324). 

s. Juncus bijlorus E Uiott 
Stems stout, often arising singly from rhizome; blades 4 mat wide or more; heads more than 25; stameDs evideDt 

in fruit. 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 14 Aug t992-juSl N o[ Schrock Lake, open moiltlWlle, Sharon Woods Metro Park, Sharon Twp., WDIlI6Jl; 3 Sep 
1992-W lide o( Cubbage Rd.,occadonal in 4". openings in brusby rlCld, apprcm. Y, mi. S of Walnut SI., BlenOon Twp., New Albany Quad., 
M~4891. 
NOTE: NOI mapped [or Frank]in Co. by Braun 1967:32:5 (iUus. P. 324). 

6. Juncu.s bradtyaphalus (Eogelm.) Buchenau Rush 
Lear blades terete, septate; {Jowers in smaU head-like glomerules, 2-5 flowered; capsule mucb exceeding the acu te 

perianth-segments, red·brown, abruptly short-beaked; combined length of tails or tips much less tban length of 
seed-body. 
REfERENCES: Wcrner 1893:93 (S or CoIs., W_); Braun 1967:329 (L1Ius. po 328). 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 17 Scp 1892-<:anaJ S or Cob.., W_. 

7.Junauton'tyi Coville 
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The Ohio State University Herbarium 
Columbus, Ohio 

3, 

"Differing (rom Juncur nodosus in that stems are stout: blades abruptly divergent [rom stem, auricles more than 
2 mm long; heads larger, greenish-brown to 1.5 em wide; sepals longer tban petals. Syn.: J. nodosus L. var. 
megacephaJus Torr. 
REFERENCES; Selby 4 Craig 1890:16; Kellerman &. Wemer 1893:230 (IIUIrgin of lagoon near river, 23 Aug 1891); Braun 1967:327 (dlus. p. 326). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: Oct 1929-pond near Coh., GorriM &; 77wt; 8 Aug l~RI. 71 , mi. 93 coming NE of Rt. 11, wet roadside ditch, 
near Harrisburg. Pleasanl TWp.. LowdoI4j27; 9 Aug 1990--S side or Hibbs Rd., 1 mi. E ol RI. 104. swamp)' area, Jacksoo lWp .• lAwtkn 4.1.19; 
31 Aug Im-S end or Ocvcland Avc. 1 '1-670, occasional in }ow depreaioas in gravclly walle .reas aloDg abandoned RR tracts, just S or Finl 
Ave., Frantlhl TWp~ SE Cob. Quad., McCotmlJc 4861. 

8. tJun.cus nodosus L Rush 
Stems slender; leaf blades terete, septate, erect or ascending. auricles 1-2 mm long; beads dense, spherical, 

reddish-brown, to 10 mm wide; stamens 6; sepals and petals narrowly Janceolate, tapering to a slender pointed apex; 
sepals and petals nearly equal in length; capsule slender, subulate. 
REFERENCES: Werner 1893:93 (Georgesville, Wemv); Jones 1943:97; Braun 1967:327 (illus. p. 326). 
HERBARIUM RECORD: 29 Aug 1892-Georgesville, Wemv. 

9. ·tJuncus scirpoUks Lam. Scirpus-like Rush 
Adventive (coastal plain species) 
REFERENCE: Selby .t Craig 1890:16. 
NOlE: No lpe-amens Ken from Franklin Co.; Braun 1967:327 trealS as not native Ind stales, "although occasionally reportta, I have Ken no 
l peamc:nl rererable to this spedes, which is I ooa.slal plain spea es ranging in the interior to S Missouri and Oklahoma, witb disjunct stations It 
tbe S end o r l.ake Michigan." Weisblupt 1971:66 trcalS as native and states "rare or absent in Obio: 

10. Juncw acumiMtus Micm . Rush 
Stems with usually 2 cauline leaves; Dowers in hemispheric heads. few to many-Dowered; capsule ovoid-primatic, 

about as long as tbe periantb; stamens 3; seeds with minute dark tips. 
REFERENCES: Riddell 1834:1.:58 (Iunau poIycrpNzlw); Riddell 183':89 Vunau ~pMbu MichJ.., Wortbington, marshes) ; Sullivant 1840:45 
(JutJaU poIyupMAu MtchL); Wemer 1893:93 (Wortbington Ind Alum Creet Station, WnMI'). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS; 26Jun laJ9-Wortbingtoa,l. PaddodcQ,fl«Jian (ILL); Aug (yr.?}-Cob., Wtmtr, 1892-Alum Creek, Wemv(a.M); 
Sep 1892-Cob., W_ (a.M); 10 Jun 1990-Mc:Owen Rd., woody swampy area, jet. with Diloa Rd .• FranklinlLicking Co. line, Jefferson Twp .• 
~4J92. 

NOTE: Not mapped Cor Franklin Co. by Braun 1967:330 (Illus. p. 328). 

2. LUZULA DC. Wood-rusb 

Leaf-blades Oat and soft; perianth green or brown, often scarious; stamens 6; ovary l-loculed; ovules and seeds 
3, seeds often witb caruncles. 

a Heads sbort-cylindric on erect or ascending branches. 1. L. multiflora 
a' Heads subgJobose on slender, often divergent, brancbes. 2. L. echinaJa 

I , Luvda muiJij/o,.. (Retz.) Lej. Woodrush 
Similar to Luzula echinala except inflorescence branches ascending to erect with Dowers in pale cylindric beads 

about 1 em long. . 
HERBARIUM RECORDS; 29 Apr 1984-Glict Rd.,O.7 mi. W or RL 745, manhy meadaws, VlIlMbmito 7; 9 May 1988-Highbanb Metro Park 
(Delaware Co.). woods on blu(JJ N oCFran.klinlDelaware Co. line, Wans4J9 (OWU); 12 May 1989-Highbanks Metro Park (Delaware Co.), woods 
direc:t1y N of FranklinlDe1awate Co. line, Eot bluffs, W4ftr 4fi7; 11 May 1991-Hoover Dam Park, W of Oabbage Rd .• woody area, Blendon lWp., 
Lowdm 4612 &: 4616; 12 May 1991-Aint Ravine:, Camp Mary Orton, W of RI. 23, N of WorthinglOn, Sharon Twp., Lowdos 4610. 

NOTE: Not mapped ror Franklin Co. by Braun 1967:334 (l1I1IS. P. 332). 

2. LuzuJa echinllla (Small) FJ .Herm. Woodrusb 
Plants quite variable, bairy; cauline leaves few, small; capsule 3-seeded; flowers in compact subglobose beads; 

inflorescence brancbes of mature umbel divergent to reflexed; sepals and petals 3-4 mm long. tips attenuate, mucb 
exceeding capsule; filaments ¥2 length of anthers or less. Syn.: L. camputris DC. var. echinala (Small) Fernald & 
Wiegand 
REFERENCES: Sullivant 1840:4.:5; Selby &: Craig 18\10:16; Bnun 1967:334 (lUllS. p. 332). 
HERBARIUM RECORDS: 2 May 1891-Ccnual CoUege. ~Iby; 11 Apt 1903--Ccntrai College,Jmninp. 
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